TO  THE

COUNT  DE  GYLLENBORG.'

Dublin in Ireland, Nov. 2, 1719.

SIR,

IT is now about sixteen years since I first entertained the
design of writing a History of England, from the be-
ginning of William Rufus to the end of Queen Elizabeth;
such a History, I mean, as appears to be most wanted by
foreigners, and gentlemen of our own country; not a volu-
minous work, nor properly an abridgement, but an exact
relation' of the most important affairs and events, without
any regard to the rest. My intention was to inscribe it to
the King2 your late master, for whose great virtues I had ever
the highest veneration, as I shall continue to bear to his
memory. I confess it is with some disdain that I observe
great authors descending to write any dedications at all:
and for my own part, when I looked round on all the
princes of Europe, I could think of none who might deserve
that distinction from me, besides the King your master;
(for I say nothing of his present Britannic Majesty, to whose
person and character I am an utter stranger, and like to
continue so) neither can I be suspected of flattery on this
point, since it was some years after that I had the honour of
an invitation to his court, before you were employed as his
minister in England, which I heartily repent that I did not
accept; whereby, as you can be my witness, I might have
avoided some years' uneasiness and vexation, during the last

1  Charles, Count Gyllenborg (1679-1746), was Swedish Ambassador
at London 1710-16.    He then joined in a Jacobite plot, was arrested
in January,  I7if, and expelled the kingdom in August, 1717.    He
afterwards filled high offices in his own country.    [W. S. J.]

2  Charles XII., King of Sweden, who was killed in 1718.    [D. S.]
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